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In our news today:

e New PRT Nursery Announced for Brighton, MI

e Investing in the Future

e Did You Know: Forestry History - Skid Roads

« Reflecting on the 2017 and 2018 BC Wildfire Seasons - Worst Ever or New Normal?

PRT is pleased to announce that it will construct a containerized forest seedling nursery in
Brighton, MI to serve forestry customers and forest landowners in the Great Lakes States (GLS)
Region of the United States. Construction is expected to be completed in time to start sowing
orders in early 2019, for shipping to customers for the 2020 plant season. The nursery will be
called PRT Brighton.

The nursery will be established at the Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ (MI DNR)
State Forest Tree Improvement Center near Brighton, MI. PRT has signed a long term lease with
the MI DNR which includes land on which to construct a new PRT nursery. PRT will construct
greenhouse and open compound container growing facilities on the site, which it intends to
expand over time to meet increasing customer needs, including those of the MI DNR. This
nursery will offer primarily Red Pine and Jack Pine as well as other species to accommodate
reforestation in the Great Lakes.

PRT President and CEO Rob Miller commented: "With the establishment of this nursery, PRT will
take another step in better serving our customers in the GLS Region. This region is poised to
grow with continued forestry activity and with the establishment of the Arauco particle board mill
in Grayling, MI https://www.arauco.cl/na/este_es_arauco/grayling-project/. From our Brighton
location we can offer customers from Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan premium container
grown seedlings from an efficient, local source." We will endeavor to keep our customers and
PRT rePoRTer readers informed as to our progress with this project.


https://www.arauco.cl/na/este_es_arauco/grayling-project/

Growing trees is all about investing in the future. Growing seedlings to replace harvested timber,
trees lost to insect or fire are the primary objects that drive our business. Our impact on the
future goes beyond just replacing trees. PRT believes very strongly in supporting and fostering
the respect of this important natural resource, in our future generations. We take great pride in
the initiatives our nurseries undertake in their local communities that teach and encourage
future generations to continue to respect and value our forested lands.

As one example, our Cottage Grove Nursery undertook a unique initiative from the nursery’s
inception in the 1970s. The nursery is located on a parcel of land that had been a popular public
picnicking area with river access. When the nursery first opened, a 4 acre parcel was set aside
for continued public use. When the public area became the target of vandalism and became a
burden to maintain, the area was closed to the public. A local Eagle Scout troop approached the
nursery and expressed the desire to make improvements to the site in exchange for exclusive
access to the park. Over the past 30 years, various Eagle Scout troops in the area have used the
'Eagle’s Nest’ to perform duties that earn merit badges. Not only do they earn merit badges,
they continue to treat the area with great respect and appreciate the value of this special area.

Annually, our sites donate seedlings to local schools and organizations such as Scouts Canada.
PRT supports the Scoutrees Program which encourages Scouts Canada members to take action
to demonstrate their concern for the environment. Since the program began in 1972, members
have planted over 80 million trees in conservation areas, provincial parks, on crown-lands and at
Scout Camps across the country.

This year, PRT Dryden made a seedling donation that will make an impact beyond the typical
reforestation initiative. Darla McCart, one of the team members at PRT Dryden, took a trip to
visit her son Dylan who is the Conservation Coordinator at the Cochrane Ontario Polar Bear
Habitat. Darla delivered a box of 500 seedlings to the Cochrane Polar Bear Habitat Education
Project where they were used in their conservation efforts, helping them to raise awareness
about the struggles polar bears face as the Arctic warms. The program teaches youth and the
public about the value of planting trees to reduce the impact climate change. Some of the trees
were planted at their 15 acre facility that acts as a rescue facility for cubs and bears from the
wild and secondary facilities.
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The future of our forest goes far beyond growing and planting trees. By investing time and
resources in educating the next generation about our forests, we hope to inspire their love and
appreciation for our forests and natural lands. A very wise investment in the future, indeed.
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In residential North Vancouver, BC, there is a small area dedicated to a mostly forgotten method
of transportation. Early logging in North America, especially on the West Coast, posed the
challenge of how to get harvested timber from logging sites to sawmills for processing. "Skid
roads" were the solution. In 1873, the first commercial skid road was built in North Vancouver to
transport tree trunks from the original North Shore logging sites to the Moodyville Mill sawmill
located on the Burrard Inlet near the present day site of the Seabus terminal, and the Hastings
Mill sawmill located in Vancouver, BC. At the time District of North Vancouver was incorporated
in 1891 several skid roads were in use although no civic roads had been built yet.

Skid roads used heavy logs 8 feet long (2.4 meters) positioned perpendicularly to the direction
of the road. Down the center of the road, a "U" shaped notch was fashioned with axes to
approximate the contour of a 12 foot (3.6 meters) diameter log. The roads were typically
greased with salmon oil to allow for smooth sliding. The 160 foot (49 meter) logs were cut into
three parts, spiked and chained together, and pulled by teams of eight pairs of oxen. During the
heyday of logging in North Vancouver, which lasted until the First World War, there were 4
major skid roads with many other branch skid roads connecting to them. These roads delivered
logs to sawmills at the foot of the Burrard Inlet or were formed into log booms and transported
via water to other mills across the inlet in Vancouver. When logging ceased, the skid roads were
abandoned and much of the area turned to residential housing by the 1940’s and 1950’s.

It is heavily debated as to whether the term "skid row" originated in Vancouver or Seattle. The
name "Skid Road" was in use in Seattle by 1850s when the city's historic Pioneer Square
neighborhood began to expand from its commercial core. In the district, centered near the end
of what is now Yesler Way, was the original "Skid Road" named after the freshly-cut logs that
were skidded downhill toward Henry Yesler’s mill. The road became Mill Street, and eventually
Yesler Way, but the nickname "Skid Road" was permanently associated with the district at the
street's end. The Skid Road became the demarcation line between the affluent members of
Seattle, and the mill workers and more rowdy portion of the population. The common usage of
the term "skid row" or "skid road", derived from the original skid roads, refers to an
impoverished area, typically urban, in English-speaking North America whose inhabitants are
people "on the skids". This specifically refers to the poor, homeless, or others considered
disreputable, or forgotten by society.
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